I cannot offer any suggestions on the discussion which has been opened by yourself, but I think that perhaps Dr. Gordon Wilson, who has been making a special study of this work, may have a great deal more to say on the subject than I can. The number of ear cases in our hospital, which contains 2,000 beds, is very great: I have a ward of seventy-five beds set apart specially for eye, ear, nose and throat cases.
The class of ear cases which presents itself there is very largely the chronic suppurative variety. We do see a large number of cases of rupture of the tympanic membrane following high explosives. As to. the situation of these ruptures, it has not seemed to me that there is any particular predominance of any one site. What we have noticed, and what we have tried to impress on the authorities there, is that inter-ference with these ears, in the first place, should not be carried out at the Front. The patients nearly always come down with a history of having had the ears syringed. Last July, when we had these cases. early, they came to us without having had this interference. We could then take care of them from the first, and we treated them as you suggested, Sir, and the result has been a satisfactory healing in the' majority of cases. Where the rupture has been of considerable duration I found that nitrate of silver, 25 gr. to the ounce, applied to the edges of the rupture, stimulates-the healing of it, so that in from six to eight weeks. there has been complete closure, with marked restoration of hearing.
As to the psychical cases, they are, perhaps, the most pathetic we, have to deal with. These men are broken in spirit, and their nervesare entirely shattered, and this condition is nearly always associated with mutism. It is, therefore, impossible to get any accurate results. from our tests. We begin by encouraging these men to hear and speak. Often, however, those methods do not succeed, and then we try to shame the men out of their disability before their companions-in-arms. Sometimes those means are successful. One method was letting off an alarm apparatus suddenly: this shook one man so much that he eventually heard. I have nothing new to say about the subject,, or anything to add to the pathology.
